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Journal description and mission
The Journal of Gerontological Nursing is a monthly, peer-

reviewed journal publishing clinically relevant original articles 
on the practice of gerontological nursing across the continuum of 
care and in a variety of health care settings. The Journal adheres 
to the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to 
Biomedical Journals (2010) of the International Committee of 
Medical Journal Editors.

manuscript types and requirements
Original manuscripts should be no more than 16 double-spaced 

pages in length, excluding references, figures, and tables. In addi-
tion to original articles, the Journal publishes the following sec-
tions: Clinical Concepts, Diagnosis: Dementia, Geropharmacol-
ogy, Legal Issues, Public Policy, Research Briefs, and Technology 
Innovations. Research Briefs—reports of small-scale studies (e.g., 
pilot work, research conducted in one setting, case studies) that 
may serve to either stimulate further investigation or alert other in-
vestigators of work in progress—should be 8 to 10 double-spaced 
pages in length, including references, figures, and tables. 

All manuscripts must address the clinical nursing implications 
of the topic and/or research being discussed. These implications 
should be evident throughout the manuscript. All manuscripts 
must also include an abstract of approximately 150 words with a 
focus on findings and conclusions. 

manuscript submission
Manuscripts must conform to the guidelines for manuscript 

preparation of the Publication Manual of the American Psycholog-
ical Association, 6th ed. (2010). Uploaded manuscript files should 
be devoid of author identification, including title page, to facilitate 
blind peer review. All pages should be numbered.

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically at www.
RapidReview.com. For detailed instructions for submitting on-
line, contact the editorial office at jgn@slackinc.com.

Photographs are a positive addition to any manuscript. Permis-
sion to publish must be obtained in writing from all individuals 
photographed. Contact the editorial office at jgn@slackinc.com for 
image submission requirements. In case studies involving actual 
people, their written release is required. 

If applicable, authors should describe the role of the study 
sponsor, if any, in study design; collection, analysis, and interpre-
tation of data; writing the report; and the decision to submit the 
report for publication. If the supporting source had no such in-
volvement, the authors should so state. If applicable, authors must 
declare whether they had assistance with study design, data collec-
tion, data analysis, or manuscript preparation.

Reports of studies involving human subjects must indicate pro-
cedures for the protection of their rights, as well as IRB approval. 
If academic, hospital, organizational, or institutional affiliations are 
mentioned in the manuscript, it is the responsibility of the author(s) 
to obtain written permission from the proper authorities (e.g., dean, 
director) to use the names of such. If the manuscript reports on a 

registered clinical trial and has been assigned a trial registration num-
ber from a public trials registry, please provide this information.

copyright and permissions
Articles are accepted for consideration with the understand-

ing that they are submitted solely to the Journal of Gerontological 
Nursing and have not been published previously. 

Authors must inform SLACK Incorporated if tables, photos, 
or illustrations have been previously published. Material reprinted 
from other publications (including electronic media) must be accom-
panied by a letter of permission from the publisher, which extends 
non-exclusive worldwide rights to reprint the material for all forms 
of media now or hereafter developed to SLACK Incorporated.

Before any manuscript can be considered for publication, 
the Author Statement must be completed in full, signed, and 
dated by each author. The Author Statement can be found in 
PDF format online at http://www.jognonline.com/about.asp.

peer review
The Journal of Gerontological Nursing is a juried publication 

employing the blind peer review system. All submissions will be 
evaluated using the following criteria:

1.	 The importance and relevance of the topic to gerontologi-
cal nursing care; the generalizability of the ideas/ 
research findings.

2.	 Readability; concise, logical ordering of ideas.
3.	 Sound rationale for ideas, including background.
4.	 Adequate documentation of ideas; citation of recent and 

relevant literature.
5.	 Appropriateness of inquiry methods, including design, 

sample, instruments, and procedures, if research.
6.	 Accuracy of content; soundness of conclusions.

Following unbiased review by the Editorial Advisory Board, 
Review Panel, and Editor, authors will be notified by e-mail of 
the manuscript decision. It is recommended that novice authors 
have their manuscripts reviewed by their well-published peers, 
instructors, or mentors prior to submission. 

Upon publication, the Journal reserves the right to edit manu-
scripts, delete extraneous or excess material, and change or add 
titles and headings. It is not Journal policy to provide monetary 
compensation for articles. However, complimentary copies of 
the journal issue in which a published article appears will be 
mailed to the corresponding author.

Letters to the Editor
The Journal accepts letters to the Editor about previously pub-

lished articles or other topics relevant to gerontological nursing prac-
tice. Letters should be no longer than 500 words, including references, 
if any. All letters should contain a clear message or point for readers. 
Letters may be edited for clarity or length, and may be submitted to 
the article author for a response. Letter authors must disclose any 
competing or conflicting interests, if applicable. Letters should be 
e-mailed directly to the editorial office at jgn@slackinc.com.
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